
 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension  

Allegany County 
 

29th Annual Rural Landowner Workshop 
 

Held at: Pioneer Central School, County Line Rd. Yorkshire, NY 
 

Saturday, March 5, 2022 
 

Registration begins at 8:45 a.m.  

Refreshments/Exhibits in Cafeteria 

 

COVID Requirement – Facemask must be worn at all times except when seated in the 

cafeteria eating. Please do not sign up if you are unable or unwilling to wear a mask. 
 

 

Opening Session - Academic Room: 9:15-10:15 a.m.  

 

Just the Facts - The Past, Present, and Future of New York's Forests and Forest Products. Craig 

Vollmer, Executive Director of the New York Forest Owners Association. The forests of New York have a 

rich and dynamic history. Ever changing they were and are a robust and diverse resource serving those that live, 

work, and play in New York in so many wonderful ways.  This presentation may enlighten you about things 

you never knew about New York's forests. 

 

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. CONCURRENT SESSION I (PICK ONE) 

 

It Takes A Village – A Collaborative Approach to Addressing Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, Brittany Hernon, 

WNY PRISM Terrestrial Program Manager, and Cecilia Pershyn, WNY PRISM Education and Outreach 

Program Manager. Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) has been on the doorstep of WNY for several years but 

has only recently begun showing up in greater numbers. Join WNY PRISM Program Managers, Brittany 

Hernon and Cecilia Pershyn, to hear an update on where HWA is popping up in our region, to learn about the 

tools we have to address HWA, and to learn how you can help a growing community science effort to survey 

and monitor this species in your own backyard. (1 DEC credits applied for 3A & 2) 

Thinning your woods for improved tree vigor, wood production and maple syrup production, Peter 

Smallidge, Department of Natural Resources, Cornell University. Thinning is a specific woodlot 

management practice to concentrate growth on the most desirable trees.  This presentation reviews the benefits 

of thinning, how to know if you should thin your woodlot or sugarbush, potential problems from thinning, and 

reviews research about how thinning in affects tree vigor, tapping options, and production. 

 

Creating Young Forest Wildlife Habitat on Your Property, Kristen Schnepp-Giger, NWTF Wildlife 

Biologist. Get an in depth look at what young forest habitat really is, why it is important, and learn about 

programs available to help YOU implement these wildlife friendly habitat practices on your land.  We’ll discuss 

where it is a good idea, and, where it is not a good idea to conduct this type of habitat work.  Hunters, take note, 

many of your favorite game species utilize these types of areas heavily! 

 

LUNCH 11:30 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

12:45 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSION II (PICK ONE) 

 

Aquatic Invasive Species Management for Your Backyard Pond, Nicole Smeenk, WNY PRISM Aquatic 

Program Manager. 

Whether you use your backyard pond for wildlife, recreation, as a cool photo op, or just to keep water away 

from other places you’d rather it not be, invasive species have the potential to ruin your plans. Nicole Smeenk 

will talk about how invasive species can impact your ponds and the common species you need to be aware of. 

She’ll also talk about how you can get started managing your pond, from removal to preventing the arrival of 

invasive species and restoring native vegetation. This presentation will focus on common aquatic and wetland 

species. (1 DEC credits applied for 3A &5A) 

 

Silviculture, Peter Smallidge, Department of Natural Resources, Cornell University. What it means to 

manage your woods.  The landowner decides what the sugarbush or woodlot should look like and produce.  

However, manipulating the woods to accomplish the landowner’s vision requires a set of tools known as 

silviculture.  Silviculture is like agriculture, but for trees.  This session will discuss how to enhance the growth 

of the current forest, and how to prepare to regenerate the next forest. Discussion will include basic principles of 

silviculture and how to apply examples of silviculture in your woodlot and sugarbush. 

 

More Bees Please, Shanna Shaw NRCS Area Resource Conservationist. *Speaker may have to present 

this session virtually if COVID rules require it at the time of the event.*  Introductory topics include the 

principles of pollinators, the benefits of insect pollination, and evaluating pollinator habitat. Main focus will be 

management practices for pollinator protection, pollinator habitat restoration, selection of plants for pollinator 

enhancement sites, and how pollinator conservation is incorporated into federal conservation programs. 

 

1:50 p.m. - 2:50 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSION III (PICK ONE) 

 

Swallow-wort Biocontrol Project, Andrea Locke, WNY PRISM Coordinator. Pale and Black Swallow-wort 

cause significant negative impacts to our natural areas and have become a priority for invasive species 

managers. Unfortunately, many of our traditional management methods have proven to be ineffective against 

swallow-wort, and when that happens, we turn to biocontrols. Learn about the multi-organizational effort to 

research Hypena opluenta, a little moth that is currently being studied at release sites in WNY, and how you can 

help identify future release sites. (1 DEC credits applied for 3A) 

 

Forest Mushroom Cultivation - Don Gasiewicz, Owner/Operator Toad Song Mushrooms, CCE Wyoming 

County. Utilize low value/cull trees to grow gourmet mushrooms. Whether for home consumption or profit, 

small diameter trees can be used as a free substrate, while producing high value mushrooms. Learn the types of 

mushrooms you can grow, which tree species you can use for mushrooms, inoculation techniques, site 

considerations, fruiting your logs, and some simple marketing strategies. We will be discussing sourcing 

mushroom growing supplies, new mushroom varieties you can grow, as well as where to find further resources 

for growing mushrooms.  

 

Forest gardening 101, Getting Started with Little or Nothing – Chad Cully, Cornell University Graduate 

Field of Natural Resources. This presentation will cover plant selections, locations, and possible outcomes for 

long- and short-term strategies. 

 

2:55 PM - NYFOA Membership Drawing – Cafeteria 



 

 

Rural Landowner Workshop -- Saturday, March 5, 2022 

 
Registration Form - Please mail back this entire form with payment - thank you! In order to help us estimate 

class interest, please choose one topic (per person) in each concurrent session by placing a check for each 

person next to the number of the class in each of the three sessions. 
 

9:15 a.m. – Just the Facts - The Past, Present, and Future of New York's Forests and Forest Products 

 

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. CONCURRENT SESSION I (PICK ONE) 

___ 1. It Takes A Village - 1 DEC recertification credit requested. 

___ 2. Thinning your woods  

___ 3. Creating Young Forest Wildlife Habitat 

12:45 p.m. - 1: 45 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSION II (PICK ONE) 

___ 1. Aquatic Invasive - 1 DEC recertification credit requested. 

___ 2. Silviculture 

___ 3. More Bees Please 

1:50 p.m. – 2:50 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSION III (PICK ONE) 

___ 1. Swallow-wort Biocontrol Project - 1 DEC recertification credit requested. 

___ 2. Forest Mushroom Cultivation 

___ 3. Forest gardening 101 

 
 

Interested in DEC Pesticide Recertification Credits? Please check below:  

      I understand I must arrive 5 minutes prior to start of each session to sign in, I must provide my NY 

applicator ID card, and must attend full session to receive credit.  

 

Early Bird Registration deadline: Friday, February 18, 2022. Cost: $35.00 per person; this includes lunch, a 

copy of the seminar proceedings, and all handout materials. No Refunds. No Walk-Ins Please. 

Fill in registration information below including checked class selections above: 

 
COVID Requirement – Facemask must be worn at all times except when seated in the cafeteria eating.  

 

Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Names: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _______________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ________________ 

             

Telephone number: ________________ Email:  ______________________________________ 

 

Number Attending:     ________ X $35.00 = $ __________ 

Late fee (if received after February 18th):  ________ X $10.00 = $ __________ 

Total Enclosed:                         $ __________ 

 
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: CCE – Allegany County.  

Return Registration Form with your payment to:  

   Cornell Cooperative Extension, 5435A County Rd 48, Belmont, NY 14813, Attn: RLOW 

Thank You! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Allegany County 

5435A County Road 48 

Belmont, NY 14813 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Refunds   No Walk-Ins Please. 

PLEASE NOTE: All Pioneer District Buildings and Grounds are drug and tobacco free areas; including 

facilities, fields, parking lots, etc. No Smoking is allowed in the facilities or on the grounds. COVID 

Requirement – Facemask must be worn at all times except when seated in the cafeteria eating. 

 

COVID Requirement – Facemask must be worn at all times except when seated in the cafeteria eating. 

 
SEE DIRECTIONS BELOW: 

From the North: Take the 400 Expressway to Rte. 16 South to Yorkshire. Turn left onto Rte. 39 then right onto County 

Line Road. Pioneer Central School is 1/4 mile on the right. 

From the South: Take the Southern Tier Expressway 86 (formerly 17) to Rte. 16, travel north to Yorkshire. Turn right 

onto Rte. 39 then right onto County Line Road. Pioneer Central School is 1/4 mile on the right. 

From the East: Take Exit 8 on Interstate 390 to Rte. 20A. Travel West to Rte. 39 and turn left to Yorkshire. Turn left 

onto County Line Road. Pioneer Central School is 1/4 mile on the right. 


